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FOR THE SECOSD year in a row, 
members of Lhe medical resarch ertab 
lishment led by phiianlhr~PiSt 1lar.V 
~asslnr have launched an offensive aimed 
at persuading conzresr lo spenJ, 
uitimatelp, an eslimaled 548.6 m!iiian 
la study the usefulness in heart disease 
of a single-and patcnted-prcscription 
drug, Atromidl.  

In  order 10 succeed, howler .  1°C c1- 
fort must oeercomc opposition from the 
National Heart Institule. skePticism in 
the House of Represenlalircs and an cm- 
birrraruneot - a "correelive letlcr" 
which bhe manufacturer, Aycrft Labora- 
totiqs wrote to the medical profession 
last $;ne 12 a t  the insistence of the Food 
and Drug Administration. 

A KEY FIGURE in the Lasker "lohby. 
ine" effort. as it is openly rcfcrrcd la a1 
the Heart  Institute, is  Dr. Louis R. lirns- 
no. clinlcai research director nf Unitcd ' 
l iri incs in Ban Francisco. Since April, 
1065, h e  has bccn lryine Alroniid-S Iclo- 
fibrate) in 7W men. They arc being com- 
pared with 700 athcrs who arc unlrealed. 
Last  October, another 1WO participants 
were added. 
One signal lhat  the Larker camllaien 

w a  under way came last June 21, W h ~ n  
a favorable, unsigned report on the 
Krasno study appeared in Medical 
.World Nerar. This publication was the 
principal vehicle f o ~ a n  ad for Alrornid- 
S which was disowned in Aperst'r "cor- 
rective lener." The claims lor which the 
firm apologized were mined from the 
same lode as some 01 those made by the 
Lanker forces. 

But  Uie $4 mlUion ilrm fiillcd Lo clear 
Congress. And so a new aficnsive was 
undertaken by thc Lasker IoI'cCS. 
On June 24, Dr. Rrasno diacurird his 

sludy with a seicct group of rcporlers 
who Cathcrcd at  hln. Laskcr's hnme 
on Bcekmrn Plarc in New York CilY. 
This was disclosed i n  a page one story in 
the N e w  Y O T ~  I'zmcs headlined. "Drug 
Curb Hinled For Hcart Attack." 

The next day, last Tuesday, Dr. Kras- 
no appealed ior Federal Iunding lo a 
Scnate Appropriations rubcommillce 
headed by Sen. Lislcr Hill (D-Ala.). He 
is Mrs. Lasker's most dedicated backer 
an Capital Hill. 
Even a year ago, the Scnalor had 

been SD sold on the idea of an Atromld-S 
study that, at  the last minute, he aaded 
a $4 million "starlei.' appropriation to 
the Heart Instilule budget - Withoct 
Iirst trying to gct the Institule's views. 

Hill had dcclared himrclf a bclicver 
afer hearing testimony In 1061 from Dr. 
Krasno and olhers whosc appearances 
ICIC lined up  by a mulusi friend-ol the 
Scnalor and 01 blrs. Lnskcr. 

Last April 28. ilh appeal for starling 
money lor L e  Atr0mid.S study - $17.1 
million, this time-was made to a House 
Approprialions rukommittce by heart 
surgeon Michael E. deUnkey and mcdi. 
CUI statistician John M. W e i n d  01 the 
University of Southern Calfornil. In 
1061 both had joincd Dr. Xresno in testi- 
mony in behalf of the study given before 
Hill. 

Relsing on an Initial repor! by Dr, 
Krasno of favorable results. Weincr pro- 
posed a massive trial-invoivlng 16.000 
men and women-to find out whether ' 
Atr0mid.S prevents heart attacks. Hc ; 
said the drug was "free of serious side 
erfceir: 

Yet in the "corrective Ictlcr" Ayerst 
apolo6ized for an ad that had failed to 
"call atlcnlion to a number of the niore 
scr ims  side clfecis . . ." In  nddilian, lhe 
lctler conceded thal "any implication" 
tha t  Atromld.S, which is "solely" far Ihe 
reduction of blood eholeslcrol icvels, 
reduces Lhc risks of hrar t  allacks is in- 
valid. 

w 
AT THE Subcommittee hearings. Reps. 

Ncal Smith (D-Iowa1 and Robert H. 
hlichcl (R~III.) wcrc doubtful about lhe 
use of Federal funds to tcit a single. 
Patented product. Thcy painlcd out loo 
that  A1romld.S alrcaay is nmm$ th; 
four preparations bcinz leslcrl in a $'I&. 
miliion. i t enwar  Heart Institute coronary 
drug project. lvhen 11 ends in IS74 
ahout 7500 men wlll h a w  lieen Lrca td  
Wilh the drum to ticc whellicr thcy prc- 
vent ]wart atlacks in palienis who 11. 
ready h a w  had one. 

The Upshot in the House was that the 
$7.7 mlliion starlor item was omitted 
from an appropriations bAl. 

A t  the Heart Inslitulc. a spokesman 
said that !he Krasno trial had Involved 
100 few people for io0 short a limc 1 0  
lVaIrant "swoepinC stalcnicnls" nhout 
nccd for an cxpcnsive sludy of All'oniid. 
S alone. The coronary drug projrcl, he 
said, has Producad "no sound wason" 10 
belteve lhat Atromld-S is ~ u p ~ r i o ~  I D  
d h o r  products in prcvcnting rccurrinq 
heart  a l t a c k s o r  to assumc it lo he SU. 
Pcrior in Prcvcnllng inilial aliacks in 
citilcr men or women. In addilion 'the 
spokcsman said, a scparaic sludy ;I )..I. 
r0mid.S already has been started t p  
British researchers. 
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